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Benvenuti!



Endowed Chair in Developmental Disorders

DISCOURSE 
TRAVEL AWARDS

 We have 
provided   20 

Awards for the 
second 

continuous year 
preferentially for 

Early Career 
Researchers, 

Trainees, 
Newcomers to 
the group and 
those from the 
Global South 



• Valentina Bambini, Pavia & 

Marta Bosia, Milan

• Sunny Tang, Northwell 

Health, NY

• Tuğçe Çabuk, Bilkent 

University, Turkey

• Maria Alonso-Sanchez, 

Universidad de Valparaíso, 

Chile

• Natalia Mota, Federal 

University of Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil

Program Committee



• Bring speech, thought, 
language & communication 
researchers in the field 
together

• Bring language ‘back to the 
core’ of psychosis research



• Steering committee
• ‘DISCOURSE’ named
• Position statement 

drafted
• Website was created
• Twitter launched

Evolution of the DISCOURSE consortium 

• Webinar series 
began

• Speechbank efforts 
begin

• SIRS get-together
• Leiden Meeting
• Newsletters began
• Special issue in Sz 

Bltn

• Toronto Satellite 
Meeting

• DAC, PPC, ESC & 
governance drafted

• Workgroups 
established

• An idea emerges 
with cold emails sent 
before Christmas!





2020



Discourse 
steering 

group 2020



• https://discourseinpsychosis.org/  

• @discourseinpsy



2021





All recordings of previous talks 
are available at:

https://www.youtube.com/cha
nnel/UCzQKo_TBZ81s9xTM16f
7ZBA.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzQKo_TBZ81s9xTM16f7ZBA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzQKo_TBZ81s9xTM16f7ZBA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzQKo_TBZ81s9xTM16f7ZBA


• Brian Macwhinney 

Carnegie Mellon University

• María Francisca Alonso-

Sanchez Universidad de 

Valparaiso

Coordinating the Psychosis Talk Bank

• Protocol development
• Videos to assist administration
• Meeting & supporting each site for ethics 

submission
• Revisions of protocol
• Translations to French, Spanish, German, Italian, 

Tamil*, Hindi, Kannada, Mandarin, Serbian, 
Portuguese, Serbian, Croatian; Currently – Arabic, 
Dutch

• New data collection + meta-data compilation 
ongoing





Brazil-Discourse 
Groups

• UFRJ (Natalia Mota): 
• Bárbara Malcorra
• Marina Ribeiro

• Unifesp (Ary Gadelha): 
• Amanda Mayumi Yokoji Pereira
• Isadora Pacheco
• João Paulo Atídio
• Bernardo Sueo Sirin Haguiara
• Maria Dino
• Gabriela Koga Tonsig
• Stefannye dos Santos

• UFPR (Raffael Massuda): 
• Sarah Sales

* 
* * 

UFRJ
(Mota group)

UNIFESP
(Gadelha group)

UFPR
(Massuda group)



✓Santander first, now expanding
✓Conducted at Psychiatry Department of 
Marqués de Valdecilla University Hospital

Population: 555,000
inhabitants
Incidence of FEP:
15/100,000

Incidence in Males:
18/100,000

Incedence in Females: 13/100,000

Spanish chapter of DISCOURSE



INDIAN COLLABORATION FOR DISCOURSE
INDIAN COLLABORATION 
FOR DISCOURSE



2022



SIRS 2022 
Florence



Near term applications of Speech-NLP in mental 
health

PRESENTATION TITLE 21



Newsletters

• https://discourseinpsychosis.org/updates/





2023



First satellite 
meeting 2023





Data Access Committee



Funding 
success for 
consortium 
members
Directly leveraging 
the existence of our 
network and/or 
contributing data to 
the network

$24,864,001.78

 = 24.86 
Million USD
since 2021



Who funds our operations?

Website costs (servers, designers)

Translation costs, stationery

We do not have a Network/Consortium grant yet

+ an anonymous donor (patient family) from London, Ontario

Personnel costs 



Objectives

• Alleviating thought, language and communication disturbances will 
make the lives of people and families with severe mental illnesses much 
better

• We need to ask the crucial questions, and do the best we can to answer 
them with a collective effort



Values

Collaboration > competition

Effortful building of mutual trust

Learning strengths and opportunities

Not just data or 
methods sharing

But also nurturing 
ideas and actions -  
i.e., letting others 
lead, co-lead and 
contribute

No shortcuts to 
successful 
collaboration

Transparent and 
inclusive actions 
are critical

Communication is important for ‘in-sourcing’
e.g., proposals registered with workgroups, sharing success stories 
(grants, new trainees); updates on data curation/deposition



Where do we go from here?

• As always, let us discuss!



Program Planning Committee - Plans

• 2-year terms – please let us know if you’re interested!

• Planned structure:
• Yearly satellite meetings in the spring.

• Seminar series: monthly September – February



2024/2025 
Upcoming 
Seminars

Speaker Date Time Title

Dr. Achim September 
20, 2024

Friday 9:00-10:00 AM 
ET

Using the referential 
communication paradigm to 
study language production in 
schizophrenia during a joint 
task performed with an 
interaction partner

Dr. Bora October 15, 
2024

Tuesday 7:00-8:00AM 
ET / 2:00PM Istanbul

Specificity of thought, language 
and communication 
disturbances to schizophrenia-
spectrum disorders: 
Comparison with bipolar and 
neurodevelopmental disorders 
with computational methods

Dr. 
Diederen

November 
15, 2024

Friday 9:00-10:00AM 
ET/ 1:00PM London

Speech and psychosis risk

Dr. 
Liebenthal

December 6, 
2024

Friday 9:00-10:00AM 
ET

Naturalistic approaches to 
assessing spoken language 
function and disfunction

Dr. Nour January 17, 
2025

Friday 9:00-10:00AM 
ET/ 1:00PM London

Trajectories in semantic space 
and relationship to 
psychopathology

Dr. Spencer February 18, 
2025

Tuesday 7:00-8:00 
AM ET/ 11:00AM 
London

TBD
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